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been settled in the simplest manner possible. ^Amoag the
famous cases the place of honour must be given to the Alabama
affair. During the American Civil War, 1861-1863, the
Southern Confederates had contracted for the building and
arming of a certain number of ships in British yards. In thi^
they were availing themselves of the goodwill of the British
Government, whose commercial interests made it favour the
cause of the South, which secured to it the cause of free trade.
One of these boats, the Alabama, won particular distinction
by the damage which she had inflicted on the Federal Navy.
After the conclusion of Peace the United States charged
England with having harboured the rebels in its ports, and
accused her of a breach of neutrality. To the demand for
indemnification, England replied at first by a categorical
refusal. But after protracted negotiations the two Powers
came to an agreement, and, by the Treaty of Washington
signed on May 8, 1871, agreed to submit all claims to a Court
of Arbitration. The Tribunal was composed of five members
nominated by the President of the United States, the Queen
of England, the King of Italy, the Emperor of Brazil, and the
President of the Swiss Confederation. The first meeting
was held at Geneva on December 15, 1871, under the presi-
dency of the Italian member, Count Sclopis, and immediately
developed many difficulties. Thus nine months elapsed before,
on September 14, 1872, the conclusions were made public.
As had been foreseen, the decision by a majority of four to
one justified the American claims, and required Great Britain
to pay an indemnity of $15,500,000.

Several important arbitration cases between 1872 and the
first meeting of the Conference at The Hagife in 1899 are worth
mention. In 1875 the Delagoa Bay affair between Portugal
and Great Britain was referred to Marshal MacMahon,
President of the French Republic. In 1879 a dispute between
France and Nicaragua, relating to a sale of arms by a French
ship to rebels in Nicaragua, was submitted to the arbitration
of the Court of Cassation at Paris. In 1890 the Emperor